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6,000 

COACHES 

22 

SPORTS 
9,400 

*UNIFIED 

 37,000 

DONORS 

94 New Karner Road, Suite 208, Albany, NY 12203    |    Tel: (518) 388-0790     |    SpecialOlympicsNY.org     |    social@nyso.org  

IMPACT TO THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

1,602,162 = Total Service Hours 

$38,051,347.50 = Value of Service Delivered 

$850.18 = Value of Service Per Athlete 

SPORTS ARE FOR EVERYONE! 
We offer inclusive sports programs for everyone age 2 and up, of 

any ability level. Additionally, through our Unified Sports program, 

people with and without intellectual disabilities compete together on 

the same team.  

 

Special Olympics New York does not charge its 

athletes or their families for participation.  

UNIFIED CHAMPION 

SCHOOLS 
 

8,732 

Students 

2,522 

Youth Leaders  

303  

Schools 

 

TRADITIONAL 

SPORTS 
 

2,042 

Competitive Experiences  

1,429 

Training Clubs 

2,991 

Young Athletes 
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2023 ACCOLADES 
 

Linda Rainer 

Coach of the Year  

 

Erik Viscardo 

Athlete of the Year  

 

Joe Bellini  
Special Olympics North America  

Outstanding Coach Award 

 

Will Smith  

2026 Special Olympics  

USA Games Board of Directors 

 

Dr. Claire Watson  

Golisano Health Leadership Award 

 

Justin Latimer  

LETR International Executive  

Council Athlete Award 

 

Billy Seide  

Shoutcaster, Gaming for Inclusion  

 

 

https://youtu.be/IcmDpDYwtKA
https://youtu.be/bH5iLcdLzLQ
https://www.specialolympics.org/stories/impact/a-three-decade-long-friendship-celebrated-in-coach-receiving-outstanding-coach-award
https://www.specialolympics-ny.org/news/will-smith-joe-bellini/
https://www.specialolympics-ny.org/news/special-olympics-new-york-awards-st-bonaventure-professor-with-highest-honor-for-health-professionals/
https://www.facebook.com/LETRSONY/posts/pfbid025STRXt2H21NyCmbP8MWkzP7rYe4p2dHE8gcGAiSmnyvjkNoJvfVvkCRmgqAisNkfl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCwTAHTifao


New York City 

26,014 athletes  

428 Training Clubs 

44 Unified Champion Schools 

North Country 

578 athletes  

54 Training Clubs 

7 Unified Champion Schools 

Capital District 

2,908 athletes  

209 Training Clubs 

44 Unified Champion Schools 

Hudson Valley 

3,716 athletes  

131 Training Clubs 

35 Unified Champion Schools 

Long Island 

3,749 athletes   

113 Training Clubs 

54 Unified Champion Schools 

Southern Tier 

846 athletes 

60 Training Clubs 

12 Unified Champion Schools 

Genesee 

2,531 athletes 

236 Training Clubs 

39 Unified Champion Schools 

  

Western 

2,290 athletes 

128 Training Clubs 

53 Unified Champion Schools 

Central 

2,125 athletes 

70 Training Clubs 

15 Unified Champion Schools 

22 SPORTS 
Swimming 

Athletics (Track & Field) 

Basketball  

Bowling 

Gymnastics 

Powerlifting 

Tennis 

Volleyball  

Bocce 

Distance Running 

Cycling 

Equestrian 

Golf 

Snowboarding 

Football (Soccer) 

Softball  

Alpine Skiing 

Figure Skating 

Floor Hockey/Floorball 

Cross Country Skiing 

Snowshoeing 

Speed Skating 

Our Mission 
To provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-style 
sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing 
opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and 
participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special 
Olympics athletes and the community.  

Our History 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver founded Special Olympics in 1968. Just one year later, Dorothy 
Buehring Phillips inaugurated the program in New York—and the state sent its first 
delegation of athletes and coaches to the Northeast Regional Special Olympics 
competition in Boston, Mass. Special Olympics New York was incorporated in 1970. 
Rochester hosted the first State Summer Games. Today, Special Olympics New York is one 
of the largest programs in the world.  

Data for this document has been accumulated from the Special Olympics New York 2023 census. 
* The 9,400 Unified count includes players in schools and communities. 

 

 

Facebook: @SpecialOlympicsNewYork (29k page likes) 

Twitter: @SpecOlympicsNY (10k followers) 

Instagram: @SpecialOlympicsNY (8k followers) 

LinkedIn: Special-Olympics-New-York (3k followers) 

TikTok: @specialolympicsny (5k followers) 

Statewide Newsletter: 65k subscribers  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSpecialOlympicsNewYork%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdhenders%40nyso.org%7Cba99a93136094cb8195d08db2188acc6%7C0ad65f06dbc644c58371906bbe01e72c%7C1%7C0%7C638140643422196930%7CUnknown%7CTW
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FSpecOlympicsNY&data=05%7C01%7Cdhenders%40nyso.org%7Cba99a93136094cb8195d08db2188acc6%7C0ad65f06dbc644c58371906bbe01e72c%7C1%7C0%7C638140643422196930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fspecialolympicsny%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdhenders%40nyso.org%7Cba99a93136094cb8195d08db2188acc6%7C0ad65f06dbc644c58371906bbe01e72c%7C1%7C0%7C638140643422196930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fspecial-olympics-new-york&data=05%7C01%7Cdhenders%40nyso.org%7Cba99a93136094cb8195d08db2188acc6%7C0ad65f06dbc644c58371906bbe01e72c%7C1%7C0%7C638140643422196930%7CUn
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tiktok.com%2F%40specialolympicsny&data=05%7C01%7Cdhenders%40nyso.org%7Cba99a93136094cb8195d08db2188acc6%7C0ad65f06dbc644c58371906bbe01e72c%7C1%7C0%7C638140643422196930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb

