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Health Advisory Council Bios 
 
Vincent Siasoco, MD, MBA, Chair 
 
Vincent Siasoco, MD, MBA, is a Family Physician and Clinical Director for Special Olympics 
Med Fest and Health Promotion. He is an Assistant Professor in the Departments of Family 
Medicine and Pediatrics at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine. He is the Director of 
Primary Care at the Rose. F. Kennedy (RFK) Children’s Evaluation and Rehabilitation Center at 
Montefiore and Director of Model Services/ Training at the RFK University Centers for 
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) at Montefiore. He is the Medical Director 
at ADAPT Community Network (formally known as United Cerebral Palsy of NYC). Dr. Siasoco 
is a Board member of the American Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry and 
at Mercy Home for Children. He serves as Co-Chair of the Cerebral Palsy State Medical 
Director’s Council and Co-Chair of the OPWDD Medical Taskforce. He was awarded the Special Olympics 
Golisano Health Leadership Award in 2019 and Golisano Global Health Leadership award in 2021.   
 

 
Dr. Abra Caroci, Pediatric Dentist in Rochester, Brighton & Pittsford, NY 
Special Olympics NY Clinical Director, Special Smiles 
Golisano Health Leadership Award 2018 
 
Dr. Abrahim Caroci is a pediatric dentist committed to offering children and families high 
quality service and care for long lasting healthy smiles. He graduated from Arizona School of 
Dentistry & Oral Health at A.T. Still University and also received a certificate in Public Health. 
When he moved to Rochester in 2013 he found a passion in serving those with special needs 
and became the Special Olympics New York Special Smiles Clinical Director to help 
coordinate projects, locally and statewide. He is also a board member of the American 
Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry which focuses on integrating the 

medical and dental fields to serve people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
 
 
Ianthe Dunn-Murad, ScD, CCC-A 
Special Olympics NY Clinical Director, Healthy Hearing 
 
Dr. Ianthe Dunn-Murad, a bilingual clinical audiologist for 25 years. Has worked in 
various areas including, inpatient rehabilitation, schools for the Deaf, medical and 
university settings. She is currently working as the clinical program director of clinical 
education for the Long Island Audiology Doctoral Consortium Program at Adelphi, 
Hofstra and St. John’s Universities and is an appointed Adjunct Audiology Professor of 
Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences at Hofstra and St. John's Universities where 
she teaches undergraduate, graduate and doctoral level courses. 
 
Ianthe completed her Doctorate in Science with a concentration in Audiology in 2002 
from the School of Health and Medical Sciences at Seton Hall University in New Jersey. 
Her research focused on binaural processing of older adults with normal hearing. Dr. 
Murad is a NYS licensed audiologist and licensed to dispense hearing aids in NYS. She 
also holds the credentials of the Certificate of Clinical Competence from the American 
SpeechLanguage and Hearing Association (ASHA) for 25 consecutive years.  
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Passionate about serving her community, Ianthe is interested in eliminating hearing health disparities and 
improving hearing access and affordability within the underserved and underrepresented communities and in 
promoting Audiology as a career path for BIPOC students' interested in the health professions. Clinical 
Specialty Area Includes: adult diagnostics, with a set interest in global humanitarian hearing healthcare and 
service learning.  
 
She has been an active volunteer for ASHA. She served as member-at-large on the Multicultural Issues Board in 
2010—and, in 2016, she was among 28 professionals nationwide chosen for ASHA's 2016–2017 Leadership 
Development Program for audiologists. In addition to her service to ASHA, in June 2017, Dr. Dunn-Murad was 
appointed to serve on the Board of Speech Language Pathology and Audiology for the New York State Office 
of Professions, Education Department.  

 
 
 
Ron Kosinski, NYU Oral Health Center for People with Disabilities 
Special Olympics NY Clinical Director, Special Smiles 
 
Direct All Care being delivered at the College in the Center. Advocate to create Centers like 
ours nationally and internationally. Got involved with Special Olympics because of Alan 
Wong and Steve Perlman. 
 
 

 
 
Benjamin Margolis, M.D.  
 
Dr. Margolis is board certified in neurology and psychiatry, having completed the combined 
residency program at Brown University. He specializes in neuropsychiatric care for adults 
with I/DD in the New York Hudson Valley. He attended medical school at the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine after the post baccalaureate premedical program at Columbia 
University, and holds a BFA from the School of Visual Arts in New York City. An active 
member of AADMD, he is working to improve behavioral and mental health care of 
individuals with I/DD on local, state and national levels. 
 
 

Ani Mooney, RN  
Special Olympics NY Coach & Parent 
 
Ani Mooney has been a Registered Nurse for the Troy City School District for 25 years.  
However, her primary role is being a parent to a Special Olympics Athlete, Tommy.  Ani 
has volunteered for Special Olympics New York for over 28 years.   She is an Assistant 
Coach for Floor Hockey, Powerlifting, Softball, and Swimming.  Ani has also assisted 
with Healthy Athletes and traveled to State Games as a Nurse with the Capital District 
Region Delegation.  She has spearheaded multiple SONY fundraisers and assisted with 
countless others.  Ani has been on the Board of Directors for The Arc of Rensselaer 
County for the past 10 years, and has worked at the Easter Seals Summer Camp for 
Individuals with Disabilities. 
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Billy Seide, Special Olympics NY Athlete 
 
Billy Seide has been a Special Olympics New York athlete for 24 years!  Over the 
course of his involvement, he has competed in softball, snowshoeing, unified bowling 
and athletics, and even had the opportunity to play softball in China at the World 
Games in 2007.  Billy is a strong leader for all SONY Athletes.  A member of the 
Hudson Valley Region Athlete Leadership Council, as well as the former Chairman of 
the Statewide ALC, Billy is an advocate for himself and his peers.  Billy brings his 
personal experiences, his passion for Special Olympics, and his sense of humor to the 
Health Advisory Council and is looking forward to representing his fellow athletes as a 
member of the Council. 

 
 
Joanne Florio Siegel, LCSW 
 
With over 40 years of experience in the field of developmental disabilities, Joanne is 
currently the Co-Director of the Rose F. Kennedy University Center of Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities (RFK UCEDD) and has dedicated her career toward enhancing 
the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families 
through clinical services, self-advocacy facilitation, community education and policy 
development. As Principal Associate in Department of Pediatrics at Einstein College of 
Medicine, she is championing an effort to infuse “IDD through the life span” into the 

medical school curriculum at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.  
 
In 2017 she took her first Polar Plunge with Special Olympics at the Bronx Zoo! She sees Special Olympics Athletes 
as empowered self-advocates who can lead future efforts in breaking down barriers to full community 
participation and acceptance. 
 
 
Dr. Steve Sulkes, Developmental Pediatrician, University of Rochester School of 
Medicine and Dentistry 
Past President, American Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry 
Special Olympics NY Clinical Director, MedFest 
Golisano Health Leadership Award 2017 
 
Dr. Stephen Sulkes is a Developmental Pediatrician and a Professor of Pediatrics at 
Golisano Children’s Hospital in Rochester, and Clinical Director for Healthy Athletes. 
Dr. Sulkes has been a health leader within the Special Olympics movement, in the 
Rochester region, and nationally among his peers for many years. He is Past President 
of the American Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry. He works to 
support Special Olympics athletes through pre-participation exams, he mentors 
medical students, residents, and fellows to improve healthcare delivery and outcomes for people with 
developmental disabilities, and he advocates at the state and national level to improve services for people 
with developmental disabilities. Dr. Sulkes founded the Rochester Student Chapter of the American Academy 
of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry leading the training of medical and dental trainees in serving people 
with developmental disabilities.  
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Claire Watson, PhD, MS, MSPH 
Special Olympics NY Clinical Director, Health Promotion 
 
Dr. Claire Watson is the Founding Program Director for both the Public Health and 
Health Science majors at St. Bonaventure University. Her experience as a college 
professor, cardiovascular rehab specialist and public health practitioner have prepared 
her well for her work with Special Olympics athletes, combining the research and skills 
from clinical and preventive fields. Dr. Watson is a SONY Clinical Director for Health 
Promotion, having managed/participated in, 5 health screenings across New York 
State during her first year as Clinical Director. Most recently, she was chosen to be one 

of the first Directors to "Train the Trainer" for new Clinical Directors for Special Olympics International. Dr. 
Watson is also the proud Mom of an incredible high school junior, Alexander, who also wants to be an agent of 
change through an education and career in journalism. 
 
 
 
Frederick Wetzel, PhD, CDP, NCC 
 
Dr Wetzel is the (retired) Downstate Director for the NY State OPWDD, Division of 
Quality Improvement.  He currently provides Consultation on Health Care topics to 
numerous agencies supporting individuals with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities. He also volunteers for the OPWDD Central Office Mortality Committee 

 

 
 


